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HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE - HSC

DIVISION 45. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE RESPONSE [78000 - 81050]  ( Division 45 added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. )
PART 2. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE ACCOUNT [78000 - 81050]  ( Part 2 added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. )

CHAPTER 3. General Powers and Duties [78400 - 78620]  ( Chapter 3 added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. )

ARTICLE 5. Protection of Trade Secrets [78480 - 78495]  ( Article 5 added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. )

  “Trade secrets,” as used in this article, may include, but are not limited to, any formula, plan, pattern, process, tool,
mechanism, compound, procedure, production data, or compilation of information that is not patented, that is known only to certain
individuals within a commercial concern who are using it to fabricate, produce, develop, or compound an article of trade or a service
having commercial value, and that gives its user an opportunity to obtain a business advantage over competitors who do not know or
use it.

(Added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. (AB 2293) Effective January 1, 2023. Operative January 1, 2024, pursuant to Sec. 4 of Stats. 2022, Ch.
257.)

  Any person providing information pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 78440 shall, at the time of its submission, identify all
information that the person believes is a trade secret. Any information or record not identified as a trade secret is available to the
public, unless exempted from disclosure by other provisions of law.

(Added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. (AB 2293) Effective January 1, 2023. Operative January 1, 2024, pursuant to Sec. 4 of Stats. 2022, Ch.
257.)

  The department shall establish procedures to ensure that trade secret information is utilized by the department only in
connection with the responsibilities of the department pursuant to this part and is not otherwise disseminated without the consent of
the person who provided the information to the department. However, any information shall be made available to governmental
agencies for use in making studies and for use in judicial review or enforcement proceedings involving the person furnishing the
information.

(Added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. (AB 2293) Effective January 1, 2023. Operative January 1, 2024, pursuant to Sec. 4 of Stats. 2022, Ch.
257.)

  Any person who knowingly and willfully disseminates information protected by this article or procedures established by the
department pursuant to Section 78490 shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than five thousand dollars ($5,000),

imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment.

(Added by Stats. 2022, Ch. 257, Sec. 2. (AB 2293) Effective January 1, 2023. Operative January 1, 2024, pursuant to Sec. 4 of Stats. 2022, Ch.
257.)
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